Homework Policy

At Key Stage 1 the children are gradually introduced to homework which supports the acquisition of basic skills of literacy and numeracy through the following format.

Reception:

· daily reading or sharing books at home, which is important to foster a love of books as well as to practise reading skills and to acquire a greater vocabulary;

· phonics sound cards or books
Year 1:

· a reading book, as above

· weekly spellings that are based on their phonic knowledge and high frequency words which do not follow the phonetic rules

· a piece of maths homework to practise skills learnt in class that week

Year 2, as for Year 1 plus:

· a piece of English homework to practise skills learnt in class that week

At Key Stage 2 homework will seek to extend the range of literacy and numeracy skills and gradually prepare children for the independent study skills they will need at Secondary School through the following format:

· daily reading and discussion of books which should gradually increase to sustained silent reading sessions of about 20 minutes;

· weekly spelling lists or spelling investigations which may be in phonic groups or from personal spelling logs;

· a language task to consolidate the skills recently taught in English lessons;

· a maths task to consolidate recently taught mathematical skills;

· weekly practice of appropriate tables (all KS2 children have set tables to practise until parents have been notified by the class teacher that the child knows all tables 12 x 12 thoroughly)

· research topics may also be set in some terms.
In order to support other curriculum areas, a piece of English or maths homework may sometimes be replaced by a piece of work in another subject.

Reviewing Homework

The homework of individual children will be discussed in general at Parents’ Evening.  The appropriateness of homework tasks will be monitored through discussion with parents and the results of the annual questionnaire. 
The Governing Body will review this policy every four years or sooner if requested.

