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Welcome to the Summer E-Safety 
Newsletter 

 
This year seems to have flown by quickly and 
we have certainly been kept busy! We have 
been delivering internet safety education 
across the county and have spoken to over 
50,000 Children and Young People this year. 
There are some common trends with 
Instagram, Snapchat, Kik and Facebook 
seeming to be the current apps and websites 
of choice. 
 
All of these apps have the capability to keep in 
contact with family and friends, but also enable 
communication with others. They also allow 
pictures and videos to be shared, so please 
encourage your child to only take and share 
safe pictures and to speak with people who 
they know in the real world. 
 
Top Tip: Speak to your child regularly about 
what games they are doing online and who 
they are talking to. 

Sexting 
 

‘The act of taking or sending a sexualised 

image of someone or engaging in 

sexualised conversations.’ 

This is a significant risk to young people who 

are actively engaging in sexualised 

conversations with one another, or others 

online. The internet provides perceived 

anonymity and/or an opportunity to behave in 

a way that perhaps a young person would not 

have normally considered. Sharing these 

images can have a detrimental effect on the 

young people involved, especially if these 

images are shared or made public. 

The SSCT have dealt with 63 incidents in the 

last year and are concerned that young 

people are not realising the risks, or don’t 

believe that they will impact on them 

individually. 

In June BBC South Today followed our team, 

promoting our preventative education we 

provide and our approach to responding to 

incidents of sexting. We aim to encourage 

young people to understand the risks of 

Sexting and the possible consequences so 

that they can make safe, informed choices. 

You can find out more at: 

http://www.stopthinkdorset.co.uk/sexting-

parents.html 

Gaming 
 

Age inappropriate gaming is a concern that many 
professionals have raised with us recently. 
 
We have seen cases locally where young people 
are re-enacting scenes from popular games such 
as Grand Theft Auto (GTA) V, Call of Duty or 
Assasin’s Creed which contain varying references 
to violence, drugs, sex and bad language. 
 
Games have an age rating for a reason and are 
subject to similar tests for the rating of films. The 
PEGI ratings and content markers indicate a 
game’s suitability. Many modern games have very 
advanced graphics and game-play features 
making them lifelike to play. Whilst these could be 
seen as advances in technology, it presents a risk 
to young people who may find it difficult to switch 
off from their virtual characters. 

PEGI ratings and 

markers for games. 

http://www.pegi.info 
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